
Dear friend, 

Welcome to the book of Luke.  I’m so glad that you are being intentional about connecting with God 
on a regular basis through reading your Bible.  The focus for the summer will be on the books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, which tell the story of Jesus’ life.  

As you read each chapter, you will be asked to consider doing the following: 

● Speak & Write: Read the chapter out-loud, use the 6 devotional methods of Bible Study and 
write down your questions, thoughts and insights.   The devotional methods are taken from the 
40 Days in the Word Study by Rick Warren and include: 

○ Pronounce it! Read a verse over and over, emphasizing each word in the verse, one at 
a time. 

○ Picture it! Use this method with narratives and stories.  Picture yourself as an active 
participant in the story.  What does the setting look like, what smells and sounds are 
there?  Imagine the emotions of each character, putting yourself in their shoes. 

○ Probe it!  Ask yourself the S.P.A.C.E.P.E.T.S questions 
■ Is there a Sin to confess? 
■ Is there a Promise to claim? 
■ Is there an Attitude to change? 
■ Is there a Command to obey? 
■ Is there an Example to follow? 
■ Is there a Prayer to pray? 
■ Is there an Error to avoid? 
■ Is there a Truth to Believe? 
■ Is there Something to praise God for? 

○ Paraphrase it!  Put the Bible verse into your own words 
○ Personalize it!  Put your name in the place of nouns and pronouns used 
○ Pray it!   Turn the verse into a prayer and pray it back to God. 

● Read: Read the devotional content.  
● Apply: Actively put what you are learning into practice. 

The devotional content was written out of my own personal time with God and highlights what He was 
teaching me.  As you speak and write, you may discover that you gain insights that are much different 
from mine, which is wonderful.  The Holy Spirit will speak into your life in ways that are personal for 
you. 

I hope you experience God as you seek to connect with Him each day. 

SIncerely, 

Cherie VanderEnde 
Connections Director 

 

 
 
 



Luke 1 
Read Luke 1 out loud.  Anything stand out?  Choose one of the methods of devotional Bible study to 
use on some verses in this chapter.  What insights do you gain?  Consider sharing this on the 
Summer Reading Facebook page. 

Devotional: 

Luke 1:37 "For the word of God will never fail."  

There is only one thing you can count on 100% of the time, and that is God’s Word and the promises 
He has made.  When life gets hard, choose a promise to pray back to God and thank Him for. 

● James 1:5 - if you need wisdom, ask for it and God will provide 
● Joshua 1:9 - Do not be afraid, God is with you wherever you go. 
● Philippians 4:19 - God will provide for your needs. 
● Romans 8:23 - God works all things together for the good of those who love Him. 
● Philippians 4:6-7 - give worries to God, and His peace will be with you. 

Application: 

Do a google search and learn more about the promises God has made to you.  Is there one that you 
need to memorize and meditate on?  Post it and pray it back to God. 

 
 
Luke 2 
Read Luke 2 out loud.  Was there anything that made you stop and think?  Put yourself in the shoes 
of Simeon and use the picture it method of Bible Study to imagine what he may have been thinking 
and feeling.  Did it give you any insights?  Be sure to write them down, and then share them on the 
Summer Bible Reading Facebook page.  It will encourage others in their spiritual journeys.  
 
Devotional: 

Luke 2:27 "...That day the Spirit led him to the Temple..."  

Simeon, was devoted to God, and had trained himself to listen to the leading of the Holy Spirit.  God 
had promised that he would see the promised Messiah before he died, and he was now an older 
man. 

Put yourself in Simeon’s shoes.  What might he have had planned for that day?  Was he in the middle 
of something he thought was important?  When he felt the prompting to go to the temple, did he think, 
“I have gone to the temple so many times and the Messiah has never been there, this time will 
probably be no different.” 

We are not told Simeon’s thought process, just that the Holy Spirit had told him to go to the Temple, 
and so he went.  And because he obeyed that prompting, he was able to hold the promised Messiah 
in his arms.  

There are no small promptings. It is important to pay attention to the tiniest of impressions - even if 
they seem strange.  To follow through and experience God at work in little details and interactions. 
You may never know the results of following through on a prompting, but other times it will be very 



evident.  Following promptings takes practice, but like anything else, the more you practice, the more 
you will be able to hear the still small voice of God.  

Listening for God’s voice in the middle of the noise of life is like a treasure hunt, and living life 
following Him is the treasure. 

Application: 

Choose to follow a small prompting today.  What happened?  How did you feel?  What was it that 
caused you to want to do what you were prompted to do?  Write it down.  Keep track of what happens 
as you follow God’s lead. 

 
Luke 3 
Read Luke 3 out loud.  What verses made you stop and think?  Why?  Write it down, take time to 
really think deeply about it.  Pray and ask God to teach you. 
 
Devotional: 
Isaiah was a prophet who lived hundreds of years before John.  One of the things that makes the 
Bible so unique and trustworthy is the amount of prophecies that were made, and that so many have 
been fulfilled with 100% accuracy.  There was no way John and Isaiah could have collaborated, or 
caused the prophecy to come true.  These prophecies help to prove the supernatural power of God’s 
Word. 

Every day we have the option of allowing this miraculous book to influence and change us into people 
that reflect Jesus.  This miraculous book is able to speak to you on a deeply personal level.  When 
you read it, you are allowing the very words of God to speak into your life, and give you what you 
need for each day. 

Application: 

Make a commitment to spending time with God each day by reading the Bible and praying.  Talk to 
some friends who are looking to grow in their faith.  Choose to share with each other the things you 
learn, and ask for their help in reminding you to stay grounded in God’s Word daily. 

 
 
Luke 4 
Read Luke 4 out loud.  Did anything jump off the page at you or make you pause?  Take some time 
to think and meditate on those verses.  What is God trying to teach you?  Do you have questions? 
Be sure to write these down. 
 
Devotional: 
Luke 4:13 "When the devil had finished tempting Jesus, he left him until the next opportunity came." 

God is always looking for opportunities to bless us, help us grow, encourage us, fill us with joy, guide 
us and provide for our needs.  Satan is always looking for ways to tempt us and put up walls between 
us and God and other believers. 



The Bible tells us that it is very important to always be vigilant, Satan is always looking for an 
opportunity to destroy those who follow Jesus.  I Peter 5:8 says, “be careful - watch out for attacks 
from Satan, your great enemy.  He prowls around like a hungry, roaring lion, looking for some victim 
to tear apart.”  

Satan will attack when life is good, when life is hard and everywhere in between.  He is always 
seeking to take advantage of vulnerabilities we have in every season of life. 

When Jesus was tempted by Satan, He used Scripture to combat it.  Follow that example.  Read the 
Bible daily, choose to memorize it, meditate and think about it.  Allow the messages and learnings 
you receive from the Bible to penetrate deeply and change you.  

The truth is, victory over Satan has already been won.  His fate is sealed.  Satan will try to get you to 
believe otherwise.  Keep your eyes on God and cling to the truth that He has Won…and because you 
are His child, that victory is yours!  

Application: 

Is there an area in your life where you know you are susceptible to temptation?  Pray and ask God to 
give you strength.  Choose to read your Bible Daily.  Memorize a Bible verse that relates to what you 
are struggling with.  Ask other Christians to encourage you and hold you accountable. 

 

 

Luke 5 

Read Luke 5 out loud.  What did you find especially interesting or thought-provoking.  Write it down. 
Consider posting about it on the Summer Reading Facebook page. 

Devotional: 

Luke 5:16 “...  But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” 

Jesus had boundaries, and said no to good things.  He did not heal everyone, He did not allow others 
to set His agenda or distract Him from taking care of Himself and spending time with God. 

Responsibilities at work, at home, with friends and in your community can so overwhelm your life that 
it can feel like there is no way to get the necessary rest and time with God.  Choose to take charge of 
your schedule.  Be intentional about putting time with God first and ensure you have scheduled time 
to relax and refresh.  

Jesus had a PILE of work...always. There was always someone to heal, someone to teach, someone 
to encourage. People hunted Him down, and the pressure to perform and constantly work must have 
been great. However, in spite of that Jesus withdrew - walked away from people who wanted His 
help, knew it was time to lay work down and connect to God and rest. 

It is so easy to think we have to do...do..do - there is always someone wanting something, or 
something that needs to be done.. But we are limited, finite beings - and we were not created to work 
24/7/365. 

 



Application: 

Become intentional about making sure that when you work or serve other people, you are listening to 
God and doing what he is asking of you.  Filter out the voices of people who put their expectations, 
wants and desires on you, and instead seek God’s direction.  

Are there things you need to stop doing?  Are there things you need to start doing?  Do you need to 
rest and take a break?  Do you need to learn how to do what is best, not just what is good?  What 
changes can you make to create more of a balance in your life.  Pray and ask for God’s help and 
wisdom. 

 

 

Luke 6 
Read Luke 6 out loud.  There are many commands given in this chapter for you, as a follower of 
Jesus, to obey. Which ones are a challenge for you?  What might your life look like if you followed all 
the commands given in this chapter?  
 
Devotional: 
Luke 6:37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged.  Do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive and you will be forgiven”  
 
Have you ever had someone cut you off in traffic, and make a snap judgement, assuming they 
weren’t paying attention or texting?  What if that individual had just received news that a loved one 
was in an accident, and they were trying to get to the hospital and having difficulty focusing? Would 
that change your perspective? 
 
We make snap judgements about others every day, often assuming the worst about a person. What 
would happen if you went through life choosing not to judge, and instead thought the best about a 
person?  Or better yet were so concerned with living your own life, following and obeying Jesus that 
you had no time to judge another?  
 
Application: 
Write down all the commands that were listed in Luke 6.  Choose one to work on.  Pray and ask God 
to give you wisdom, strength and courage to make the necessary changes.  Tell some safe people 
about your decision and ask for them to encourage you and hold you accountable to making those 
changes.  Then celebrate each victory, as you begin to follow Jesus in that area. 
 
 
Luke 7 
Read Luke 7 out loud.  What verses did you connect with?  Why?  Choose a devotional method of 
Bible study to use.  What insights did you gain?  Is there something you need to change?  Consider 
sharing this on the Summer Bible Reading Challenge Facebook page.  
 



Devotional: 

Jesus...is so very compassionate, loving, understanding, patient, kind, and gentle. When John asked 
whether or not He was the Messiah, Jesus could have sent a message back that said, "yes, I'm the 
Messiah - you know that. You were there when I was baptized - in fact you tried to refuse to baptize 
me because you felt you were unworthy - because you knew who I was. You have heard of the 
miracles I have done. You know the prophecies concerning me. Of course I am the Messiah." 

Instead, when the question was asked, the Bible says, "At that very time..." Jesus cured not a few - 
but many people. Then He turned to John's disciples and told them to assure John that He was the 
Messiah. 

It is normal to have seasons of doubt, and God responds to us with gentleness, love, kindness and 
understanding. It is in the darkest of hours, when life has pulled the rug out from under you that you 
have the opportunity to experience God in deeper and more profound ways, than during the times 
when life is great. It is during the hard times you have to choose to see God at work.  To 
acknowledge how you feel, and that things are hard, but to also see God in the middle of it all. 

Application: 

We serve an amazingly compassionate God - and He promises to reveal Himself to us.  Jeremiah 
29:13-14 says “When you come looking for me, you’ll find me. Yes, when you get serious about 
finding me and want it more than anything else, I’ll make sure you won’t be disappointed.” 
Don't give up - make it your life's mission to look for God, to ask Him to give you strength, courage 
and the ability to see where He is at work.  God’s fingerprints are evident all around you if you choose 
to open your eyes to see. Begin a journal and write down all the evidence of God, big and small. 
When you get discouraged, go back and read what you have written to remind yourself that God is 
faithful and you can trust Him. 

 
 
Luke 8 
Read Luke 8 out loud.   Which devotional Bible Study method could you use to see a portion of 
verses in a deeper and new way?  Did you gain any insights?  Have any questions?  Be sure to write 
these down, and choose to share them with others.  Discussing what you are learning with others is a 
great way to grow in your faith and encourage fellow believers. 
 
Devotional: 
The parable of the seed falling on the various types of soil always makes me sad. It reveals the 
choice we all have in regards to how we allow God's Word to penetrate our hearts. I have watched 
with sadness this happen to people - and wish that everyone who hears the truth of God's Word 
would have lives filled with healthy soil and allow it to produce a good harvest. 

As you think about the various soil types, have there been times when your life may represent each 
type?  Is there hard soil in your heart, areas where you won’t allow God's Word to change you? Is 
there shallow soil, where as long as life is good, you are okay with God, but the minute life gets hard 
you turn away?. Do you have weedy soil, filled with distractions that turn you away from God?  Is 
there healthy, rich soil where you are experiencing and connecting with God on a deep level and the 



fruit of that relationship is evident? It is a constant struggle - to remain vigilant and make sure that the 
soil of my heart is allowing God's Word to produce a harvest in my life. 

Application: 

Pray and ask God to help you make an honest evaluation of where you are at in your spiritual walk 
and to reveal an area that needs work.  Give that area to Him and pray and ask for His help in 
addressing things in a healthy way.  

 
 
Luke 10 
Read Luke 10 out loud. There is power when you speak the words of God out loud.  Have you 
noticed a difference in how you process what you read out loud as opposed to reading it silently? 
What things stood out to you?  What questions do you have?  Did you have a lightbulb moment? Be 
sure to write this down and if you are comfortable, share it with others. 
 
Devotional: 
Luke 10:17-20 "When the seventy-two disciples returned, they joyfully reported to him, "Lord, even 
the demons obey us when we use your name!" "Yes" he told them, "I saw Satan fall from heaven like 
lightening! Look I have given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can walk among 
snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure you. But don't rejoice because evil spirits 
obey you; rejoice because your names are registered in heaven." 

It is important to remember that when you get to be a part of seeing amazing things happen - that it is 
because of God's power and authority. Your skills, talents, and anything else you contributed has very 
little to do with anything. 

Jesus reminded the 72 that the power they had experienced was not from them. He said, "Look I 
have given you authority." God is the one with the power and authority - we must simply position 
ourselves so that we are available to be used as He directs. 

Jesus seemed to be so unimpressed listening to these 72 talk in amazement about being able to do 
things in His name. He reminds them that true joy comes from knowing that because of Jesus - we 
now have our names written as those that will get to spend an eternity in heaven with Him. Joy is in 
being in a relationship with God and wanting Him more than anything else! 

God is always in control...we are not. When amazing things happen - it is God...not us. Our job is to 
trust in the Master - and His job is everything else.  

Application: 

Has God asked you to do something you don’t feel equipped to handle?  He has promised to provide 
all you need to accomplish the task He has given you.  Choose to pray and depend on Him to provide 
the strength and resources you will need.  Is there an area of your life where you have run ahead of 
God?  Choose to invite Him to take over and lead in that area. 

 
 
 



Luke 11 
Choose a method of devotional Bible study to use on a portion of this chapter.  What made you stop 
and think?  Be sure to write it down and think about it during the day.  Consider talking with a fellow 
believer about what you found interesting.  Talking about the Bible with others is a great way to grow 
in your faith. 
 
Devotional: 
Have you ever prayed for something and not gotten the answer you wanted and then later was very 
thankful for that “unanswered” prayer? 

After the story of the persistent neighbor in Matthew 11:1-13, it says, “if you sinful people know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly father give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask him.”  

As parents we say yes and no to requests based on what we feel is best for our kids – God does the 
same. God knows how to give you the BEST gifts.  Sometimes the gifts you are asking for are not 
best. As you continue to seek and knock and ask, inviting the Holy Spirit to direct and guide you, 
open yourself up to receiving what is best.  God’s best may be radically different from what you 
thought you wanted or needed.  

Prayer is not only for asking, but also for listening and inviting God to speak into your life. When you 
pray, it is important to hold requests and desires with open hands and allow room for the Holy Spirit to 
shape and guide you.  Praying with open hands allows your heart and desires to be directed in way 
that matches God’s desire for you, and His ways are always so much better than yours. 

Application: 

Is there something you have been praying for that has left you frustrated and feeling like God isn’t 
listening?  Take some time to evaluate your heart.  Are you holding onto this with all you have?  Are 
you willing to open your hands and let God guide you in a different direction?  Do you want God more 
than the thing you have set your desire on?  Pray and ask for God to give you the courage and 
strength to let go of what you want, and instead become willing to follow what God wants. 

 
Luke 12 
Read Luke 12 out loud.  Take some time to use the picture method of Bible study to meditate on one 
of the events or stories Jesus told.  Did anything make you stop and want to think about it further? Did 
you have any questions?  Did you feel God asking you to do or say anything?  Be sure to write those 
things down, and if you feel comfortable, share them with others on the Summer Bible Reading 
Facebook page. 
 
Devotional: 
Seems as though Luke 12 could be summed up with the phrase, "This world is not your home." Satan 
is always trying to distract people into believing otherwise. We are tempted to look to earthly things to 
find security, satisfaction, purpose and meaning instead of in our relationship with Jesus. 



The story of the rich man is one where the individual is looking to what the earth offers...and missed 
out on true riches - a close walk with God. Luke 12:21 "Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly 
wealth, but not have a rich relationship with God." 

The story is not teaching against having earthly wealth.  God has given the gift of wealth-building to 
some individuals and uses them in many ways to help further the gospel and tell others about Jesus. 
In the case of this story, it was riches that held him back, but it could have been a number of things. 
When we put anything else above our relationship with Jesus, it is a problem.  God wants us to hold 
what we have with open hands, which allows things to flow into our life, but also allows them to flow 
out as God directs. We are simply managers of what God has given, and He has the right to give and 
take away as He sees fit. 

Application: 

Pray and ask God to show you if there is anything you have placed as a higher value in your life than 
Him.  Are you willing to lay it down in order to gain a deeper relationship with God?  Is that thing 
holding you back from experiencing all that God has for you? 

 
Luke 13 
Read Luke 13 out loud.  Choose one of the six methods of devotional Bible study to use on a portion 
of the verses.  What insights did you gain?  What questions do you have?  Is God trying to teach 
something to you?  Be sure to write these things down. 
 
Devotional: 
Luke 13:12  "When Jesus saw her, He called her over and said, 'Dear woman, you are healed of your 
sickness!' Then He touched her, and instantly she could stand straight. How she praised God." - NLT 

Try to imagine being an outcast from society for a medical condition you could not control or change. 
This crippled woman must have suffered greatly from loneliness as well as cruel comments and 
actions from others because she was “different.” 

Imagine Jesus speaking to her with kindness and love which may have been a sharp contrast to how 
others had called to her.  She had probably experienced much abuse and ridicule throughout her life. 
Heard people whispering about her, or throwing her a little money in pity.  

Not only did Jesus call her over lovingly, He then touched her. Try and imagine what it must have 
been like to be able to stand straight and have no pain after 18 years.  The Bible tells us that after she 
was healed, "How she praised God!" 

Life is hard, people can be cruel - but God's love stands ready to wash over you anytime you turn to 
Him in faith. His peace, love, joy, contentment are all available to us as we turn to Him as the provider 
of all we need.  Not just physical needs, but emotional, mental and spiritual needs as well.  

Every day we have the opportunity to follow the example Jesus gave to give love to others as we 
follow seemingly insignificant or small promptings...and receive love from others as they follow 
seemingly insignificant or small promptings.  God often shows His care and concern for us through 
others who are following His leading. 

 



Application: 

God wants to use you to be his hands and feet to people in need.  Pray and ask Him to reveal who 
He may want you to serve today.  God also sends people to be His hands and feet to you.  Choose to 
accept their help and kindness in gratitude and thank God for using others to encourage and support 
you.  

 
Luke 14 
Read Luke 14 out loud. Choose one of the six devotional methods of Bible study to use with a section 
of verses or in one of the stories.  What insights did you gain?  Did you have any questions?  Did 
something cause you to become curious and want to know more about the culture or setting? 
 
Devotional: 
Luke 14:16-23 “... “A man prepared a great feast and sent out many invitations. When the banquet 
was ready, he sent his servant to tell the guests, ‘Come, the banquet is ready.’ But they all began 
making excuses. One said, ‘I have just bought a field and must inspect it. Please excuse me.’  
Another said, ‘I have just bought five pairs of oxen, and I want to try them out. Please excuse me.’ 
Another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.” 
 
“The servant returned and told his master what they had said. His master was furious and said, ‘Go 
quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and invite the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the 
lame.’ After the servant had done this, he reported, ‘There is still room for more.’  So his master said, 
‘Go out into the country lanes and behind the hedges and urge anyone you find to come, so that the 
house will be full.For none of those I first invited will get even the smallest taste of my banquet.” 

 
God never asks us to suffer for the sake of suffering. He never asks us to give up something good 
unless He plans to replace it with something even better. Jesus is not calling us to join Him in a labor 
camp but in a feast. 

You may be nervous about seeking the will of God because you think God is going to make you 
suffer, and do something you will be miserable doing.  That it will be too hard, take up a lot of time 
and involve a lot of pain.  However, the life God has called you to is full of meaning and purpose.  It 
doesn’t mean there won’t be hardship and pain, but it does mean it will be worth it!  

Application: 

Have you felt prompted by God to do something that scares you?  List the reasons why you are afraid 
and then pray and ask God to give you courage.  Often times we are afraid of things like what others 
may think, or feel we don’t have the skill set, or want a guarantee of how thing will turn out.  Ask God 
to help you work through what is holding you back, and give you the strength to take a risk in serving 
Him.  A feast is waiting. 

 
Luke 15 
Read Luke 15 out loud. Did one of the three parables jump off the page for you?  Was there 
something different that made you pause and reflect?  Why do you think he told three stories all to 
drive the same point home? 



 
Devotional: 
Luke 15: 1-2 “Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus 
teach. This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was 
associating with such sinful people—even eating with them!” 
 
Following these verses Jesus tells three different stories all illustrating the same thing. 
Lost things (people) matter.  Jesus cared more about the people He hung out with, than 
the reputation He might get by hanging out with them.  It did not matter to Him that 
they were notorious sinners, they simply mattered to Him.  
 
God stopped at nothing to rescue us.  Jesus came, led a perfect life, died and then rose 
again on the third day proving He had the power to forgive sins and offer eternal life. 
That gift is available to anyone who wants to receive it.  
 
Application: 
Is God asking you to reach out to someone?  To be the one that shows them the love of 
Jesus?  To be a reflection of His love and care to someone struggling?  Begin to pray for 
that person.  Be intentional about building a genuine friendship with them. Learn how to 
share your faith and listen to the Holy Spirit as he prompts you in what to say and do. 
Just Walk Across the Room by Bill Hybels is a great book that will guide you in the 
process. 
 
 
Luke 16 
Choose the parable of the manager or the parable of the rich man to use the picture it method of 
devotional Bible study with.  What insights did you gain? What questions do you have?  Did anything 
not make sense?  Did something cause you to experience an emotion?  Why do you think you had 
that emotion?  Be sure to write down your thoughts and observations. 
 
Devotional: 
The attitude of the rich man to the poor man is striking in the story Jesus told.  The rich man had 
ignored and abused Lazarus in life, and seemed to continue to feel he was superior after death.  The 
rich man in his agony wants to put Lazarus to work making him more comfortable, and then sent to 
warn his relatives. 

This story follows the one about the shrewd manager, where Jesus warns those listening, “Use your 
worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. Then, when your possessions are gone, they 
will welcome you to an eternal home.” 

The rich man lived a selfish, self-centered life, deliberately ignoring the needs of a poor 
man right outside his gates.  While there is nothing wrong with earthly comfort and money - it 
cannot become our focus and must be kept in the proper perspective. It is a tool God uses, but not 
something that should ever be trusted in or valued over God and other people.  



Application: 

Regardless of income, we are all capable of behaving as the rich man did in this story.  Has God 
spoken to you about helping someone in need?  Or volunteering with an organization that serves the 
under-resourced?  Are you managing your finances in a way that pleases God?  

 
Luke 17 
Read Luke 17 out loud.  Did anything make you stop and think?  Do you have questions?  Did you 
feel like something was revealed to you that you need to change or work on?  Try one of the six 
methods of Devotional Bible Study to use with some verses in this chapter. 
 
Devotional: 
As you read the story of the 10 lepers, how did you feel about the lepers who did not return to say 
thank you to Jesus for healing them.   Because of their condition, they were social outcasts and had 
been isolated from family, friends, work and anyone else who was not already infected with the 
disease.  
The instant they were healed, their lives changed! Yet, nine of them didn’t have the decency to return 
and thank Jesus.  Before you judge them too harshly, have there been times in your own life where 
you have taken something for granted?  Or have experienced something wonderful and not stopped 
to thank God?   Have you taken the time and effort to cultivate an attitude of gratitude, or do you find 
yourself complaining often.  Are you able to see the good in things, or only focus on the hard, difficult 
and bad?  
 
Application: 
You can train yourself to be someone who chooses gratitude and joy.  As believers, we are 
commanded in I Thessalonians 5:18, “No matter what happens, always be thankful, for this is God’s 
will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” Choose to see the good.  Choose to see the evidence 
of God at work.  There is always something to be thankful for.  
 
 
Luke 18 
Read Luke 18 out loud.  Choose one of the stories to use the picture it method of Bible Study with. 
What insights did you gain?  Were you able to see things from each character’s perspective?  Was 
there anything you could apply to your own life? 
 
Devotional: 
Luke 18:6-8 "will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? 
Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when 
the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” 

God's timing is perfect. His ways are perfect. His justice is perfect. Waiting is hard, and often we are 
tempted to judge in the middle of our circumstances and assume God is absent, when He is very 
much at work behind the scenes.  Difficult situations are opportunities for faith to grow.  It is like a 
spiritual work-out, and the end result is a stronger faith muscle. 



When life gets hard, who are you trusting in?  Yourself?  Other people?  Or do you trust in the 
promises of God.  That He is always working for your good, and able to give you what you need at 
the perfect time. 

Application: 

Think about your circumstances.  Is there a preferred future you are holding onto?  Are you willing to 
wait on God’s timing?  Are you willing to open your hand in faith and trust God knows what is best for 
you?  Choose to connect with God daily through Bible Reading and Prayer.  Make it a habit to pray 
about the situation everytime it comes to mind asking for what you need while being willing to follow 
God’s lead. 

 

Luke 20 
Read Luke 20 out loud. Choose a devotional method of Bible Study to use on some of the verses. 
Was anything confusing?  Did you have questions?  Did you have any lightbulb moments, or learn 
something you can apply to your own life? 
 
Devotional: 
Luke 20:13-15 "... Make up your minds beforehand not to worry about how you will defend 
yourselves, because I will give you such words and wisdom that none of your enemies will be able to 
refute or contradict what you say." 

It is a choice to not worry. Worry is controllable and stoppable - otherwise Jesus wouldn't have 
commanded those listening to decide in advance not to worry.  And the thing He was telling them not 
to worry about wasn’t small.  

Worry is meditating on the what if scenario’s.  We are really good at imagining worst-case situations. 
The truth is, God has promised to give you all you need at the exact moment you need it. We serve a 
God who is able to intervene at the perfect time and give us just the right words to say and actions to 
take. Worry tends to happen when I take all the responsibility and pressure on myself or because I 
have entrusted other humans to handle things.  Peace comes when we turn those worries into 
prayers and know that God is in control, and will come through on His promises.  

Application: 

Read Matthew 6:25-34.  God promises in those verses to supply your every need.  Consider 
memorizing these verses.  You will find that when you worry, these verses will come to your mind and 
remind you that God is taking care of things, and is your provider.  Choose in advance to turn your 
worries into prayer, and thank God for His perfect ability to handle things. 

 

Luke 21 

Read Luke 21 out loud.  Was there anything confusing?  Scary?  Did you find comfort and 
encouragement at the same time.  Could you apply anything you read to your life in the present?  Be 
sure to write down your thoughts and insights. 

 



Devotional: 

Luke 21:18-19 “Even so, every detail of your body and soul—even the hairs of your head!—is in my 
care; nothing of you will be lost. Staying with it—that’s what is required. Stay with it to the end. You 
won’t be sorry; you’ll be saved.” 

This chapter could be scary to read as you think about the future Jesus was predicting. 
But along with all the devastation described, we are told to not be afraid, that God is 
able to give you exactly what you need the moment you need it.  It doesn’t mean that 
there won’t be hardship and pain, just that you will not be alone and God’s strength, 
wisdom, words and love will be with you. 

Everyday we have the chance of experiencing pain, hardship, persecution and 
uncertainty.  God’s power is available to you every moment of every day.  As you 
depend on Him and invite Him to be a part of your day, He will give you the words to 
say, and the strength to endure, and the wisdom to make good decisions.  

Application: 

Develop the habit of staying connected to God in each moment.  Many of us 
compartmentalize our lives.  We talk to God at this time, and then we do everything 
else.  God wants to be a part of your ENTIRE life.  If you have a difficult conversation, 
invite God by sending up prayers asking for the words to say.  If you have a hard 
decision to make, pray and ask God to give you wisdom.  Train yourself to turn your 
thoughts toward God all day long, not just during the time you have set aside to do your 
daily time with Him.  You have God available to you 24/7. 

 

Luke 22 
Read Luke 22 out loud. Choose a portion of verses to read in several different translations. 
www.biblegateway.com is a great resource for this.  Did you see anything from a new perspective? 
Were you able to imagine yourself as one of the people mentioned?  What practical life applications 
could you make? 
 
Devotional: 
Jesus knew pain and suffering, and even asked for a way around what had to be done.   He 
acknowledged the suffering, but at the same time, knew that God's will was best.  He chose to go 
through the pain, because He knew the end result would be worth it.  

As you go through pain in your life, Hebrews 12:1-2 can bring you much comfort and encouragement. 
"As for us, we have this large crowd of witnesses around us. So then, let us rid ourselves of 
everything that gets in the way, and of the sin which holds on to us so tightly, and let us run with 
determination the race that lies before us. Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith 
depends from beginning to end. He did not give up because of the cross! On the contrary, because of 
the joy that was waiting for him, he thought nothing of the disgrace of dying on the cross, and he is 
now seated at the right side of God's throne." 

http://www.biblegateway.com/


Jesus is our example.  He chose to stay the course and endure because the end result was worth it. 
He looked through space and time, saw you and said, “That person is worth dying for.”  That kind of 
love is amazing to think about. 

The verses in Hebrews talk about choosing to get rid of things that are hindering your walk with God. 
Sometimes hardship and trials reveal things we need to get “rid” of in order to have a closer 
relationship with God.  What God reveals in us can be painful, and hard and involve changing deeply 
rooted habits.  Sometimes those trials come so that others can see God at work in your life, and have 
their focus turn towards Him. 

What might happen if you chose to look beyond the situation, and trust that God is at work.  What if 
you chose not to short-circuit the pain, but let it be a teacher and a guide.  To allow God to work in 
your life to accomplish His purpose - whether it be to help you throw off something hindering your 
walk with Him, or helping someone else. 

Application: 

Ask God to help you see purpose in the pain you are experiencing.  Ask Him to show you if there is 
anything in your life that is getting in the way of your relationship with Him.  Choose to listen to His 
promptings and throw off what is hindering, and run the race that God has marked out for you. 

 

Luke 23 
Read Luke 23 out loud.  Reading out loud slows you down, and hearing the words of God spoken can 
reveal insights you may not otherwise get when reading silently.  Did any part of this chapter make 
you stop and think?  Did you have any questions?  
 
Devotional: 
Luke 23:8-12  “Herod was delighted at the opportunity to see Jesus, because he had heard about him 
and had been hoping for a long time to see him perform a miracle. He asked Jesus question after 
question, but Jesus refused to answer.  Meanwhile, the leading priests and the teachers of religious 
law stood there shouting their accusations. Then Herod and his soldiers began mocking and ridiculing 
Jesus. Finally, they put a royal robe on him and sent him back to Pilate.”  New Living Translation 

Herod was very excited to see Jesus, not because he believed that Jesus was the Messiah, or 
wanted to learn from His teachings, but because he wanted to be entertained.  In fact, it says that he 
had been hoping for a long time to see Jesus perform a miracle.  When Jesus refused to do what he 
wanted, Herod turned on him and began to ridicule and mock Him. 

Sometimes we can look at God as this giant vending machine in the sky.  We want to put something 
in, and then get a desired result out.  When we don’t get what we want, we assume God is ignoring 
us, or uncaring, or even that He wants to hurt us.  

Application: 

Do you want God more than anything else?  Have you allowed your own personal agenda, desires, 
pain and even good things get in the way of pursuing a close relationship with Him?  Have you turned 
away because He hasn’t “performed” the way you wanted Him to?  These are hard questions to face 



at times, especially when you are in the middle of uncertainty and difficulty.  What could happen if you 
completely trusted God, and allowed Him to lead? 

 
 
Luke 24 
Read Luke 24 out loud.  Choose a devotional method of Bible study to use on a section of verses. Did 
anything stand out to you?  Where you challenged to do something?  Change something?  Can you 
share some of what you are learning with a friend or on the Summer Bible Reading Facebook page. 
 
Devotional: 
Luke 24:39-40 “Why are you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your hearts filled with doubt? Look 
at my hands. Look at my feet. You can see that it’s really me. Touch me and make sure that I am not 
a ghost, because ghosts don’t have bodies, as you see that I do.” As he spoke, he showed them his 
hands and his feet.” 
 
Jesus had told His disciples multiple times that He would be killed, but three days after that He would 
rise from the dead.  However, in the loss and grief the disciples must have forgotten this, or didn’t 
believe it to be true. Can you blame them?  No-one had ever died and then risen from the dead. 
They had seen Jesus raise others from the dead, but after He died, who was available to bring Him 
back to life? 

Just as He promised, Jesus was alive.  He spent his last remaining time on earth going to His 
disciples and proving He had come back to life.  He allowed them to touch where He had had nails 
driven through His feet and hands.  He ate in front of them.  

He then took them out of town, blessed them and allowed them to witness Him rising into heaven. In 
a time where there was no such thing as special effects can you imagine how it must have solidified 
their faith. That faith would carry them through the incredible hardships to come as they faced 
persecution, torture and death as they were used by God to spread the Good News across the world. 

Application: 

Take time to think about the times God has come through for you.  Was there a “chance” meeting? 
Did an unexpected check come in the mail?  Were you billed at a lower amount than expected?  Did 
you discover the joy of unanswered prayer as you realized what you wanted wasn’t what was best? 
Choosing to remember the times you experienced God will help give you the strength to face that 
hard times do come..  If you are in the middle of a trial, take time to remember how God has helped 
you in the past.  Because Jesus defeated death, you can be confident He is able to give you what you 
need. 

 

 

 


