
Dear friend, 

Welcome to the book of Matthew. I’m so glad that you are being intentional about connecting with 
God on a regular basis through reading your Bible.  The focus for the summer will be on the books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, which tell the story of Jesus’ life.  

As you read each chapter, you will be asked to consider doing the following: 

● Speak & Write: Read the chapter out-loud, use the 6 devotional methods of Bible Study and 
write down your questions, thoughts and insights.   The devotional methods are taken from the 
40 Days in the Word Study by Rick Warren and include: 

○ Pronounce it! Read a verse over and over, emphasizing each word in the verse, one at 
a time. 

○ Picture it! Use this method with narratives and stories.  Picture yourself as an active 
participant in the story.  What does the setting look like, what smells and sounds are 
there?  Imagine the emotions of each character, putting yourself in their shoes. 

○ Probe it!  Ask yourself the S.P.A.C.E.P.E.T.S questions 
■ Is there a Sin to confess? 
■ Is there a Promise to claim? 
■ Is there an Attitude to change? 
■ Is there a Command to obey? 
■ Is there an Example to follow? 
■ Is there a Prayer to pray? 
■ Is there an Error to avoid? 
■ Is there a Truth to Believe? 
■ Is there Something to praise God for? 

○ Paraphrase it!  Put the Bible verse into your own words 
○ Personalize it!  Put your name in the place of nouns and pronouns used 
○ Pray it!   Turn the verse into a prayer and pray it back to God. 

● Read: Read the devotional content.  
● Apply: Actively put what you are learning into practice. 

The devotional content was written out of my own personal time with God and highlights what He was 
teaching me.  As you speak and write, you may discover that you gain insights that are much different 
from mine, which is wonderful.  The Holy Spirit will speak into your life in ways that are personal for 
you. 

I hope you experience God as you seek to connect with Him each day. 

SIncerely, 

Cherie VanderEnde 
Connections Director 

 

 

 



Matthew 1 

Read Matthew 1 out-loud.  

“All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet:  “Look!  The virgin will conceive 
a child!  She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God with us..’” 

Around 700 years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah predicted His coming.  One of the 
miracles of the Bible is that it was written over a period of about 1500 years by 40 different 
individuals, yet is is all connected and weaves a beautiful story of Jesus and God’s rescue plan for 
mankind.  

Each one of the prophecies fulfilled is a promise kept.  God is a promise keeper, and continues to be 
faithful to keep His promises.  

This summer, as you commit to spending just a few minutes a day reading your Bible and in prayer, 
our hope is that you will experience our promise-keeping God for yourself.  Here are some tips that 
will help you read, understand and apply God’s word to your life. 

● Use the 6 methods of devotional Bible study.  
● Join the Summer Reading Challenge Facebook discussion group.  Post how you are 

applying what you are learning, your thoughts and questions, and read what others say.  This 
is a great way to find encouragement and encourage others in the process. 

● Attend one of the “got questions?” events.  There will be light refreshments, a chance to 
meet others and ask questions about what you read. 

● Attend Sunday Morning Services.  We will be referring back to the Summer Reading 
Challenge during the messages. 

● Join a Summer Reading Challenge small group, or start one. There is a small group that 
meets on Sunday’s from noon - 1:30 p.m. beginning June 11. 

 

Matthew 2 

Read Matthew 2 out-loud.  Using the Picture it method of devotional study, put yourself in the shoes 
of one of the individual’s mentioned.  Write down any insights you have in a journal, or share them on 
the Summer Reading Facebook Page. 

 

Devotional: 

Joseph was a man of amazing faith.  He simply obeyed and did what God asked, no questions asked. 
Three times Joseph was woken up from sleep and told to get up, pack and leave, and he did just that. 

Joseph’s complete faith in God is amazing! Some days it can be a struggle to follow the simple 
promptings from God to call someone, or do something small and simple. We can get scared and 
want assurances - a peek into the future that it’ll all work out and be okay.  

The truth is, you either trust God or you don't. There is no middle ground. There was no middle 
ground for Joseph either. He simply trusted God - he woke up from the dream, knew it was God and 
obeyed. No questions asked. 



God has promised to guide and direct your path. You don't have to have the details figured out 
because God does. Your job is to stay connected to God ask for what he has for you next, and follow 
His lead.  

Application: 

If you feel a prompting today, to call someone, give a gift, offer to help or even make a choice to stop 
doing something - choose to follow through.  By choosing to spend time reading the Bible and 
praying, you will become more aware of these promptings from God.  

 

Matthew 3 

Read Matthew 3 in the Message version.  It is available through the Bible Gateway App for your 
phone, or on-line at www.biblegateway.com  

“..The Holy Spirit within you, changing you from the inside out. He's going to clean house - make a 
clean sweep of your lives. He'll place everything true in its proper place before God; everything false 
he'll put out with the trash to be burned." Matthew 3:11-12 MSG 

Devotional: 

Sometimes painful experiences are exactly what you need because it brings to light the "trash" that 
needs to be put out and burned. So often people think God has abandoned them or they blame him 
for the actions other people do. It is so important to look inward and ask if there is anything you need 
to change or let go of. 

Pain can be a friend.  It can alert you to the fact that something is potentially wrong and needs to be 
addressed.  When you make the choice to look inward and ask for God's help in "putting out the 
trash" the reward is a closer relationship with Him. That is priceless.  

Application: 

Choose to see God at work in the painful times.  Pray Matthew 3:11-12 back to God and ask Him to 
reveal what you need to do in order to clean up your thought life, change a bad attitude or behavior, 
restore a relationship.  Ask God to give you strength to follow through and make the changes He has 
asked you to make.  Consider sharing your decision with a trusted and close friend, asking them to 
encourage and support you. 

 

Matthew 4 
Read Matthew 4 out-loud.  Using the picture it method, imagine what it must have been like for Jesus 
to be tempted after a 40 day fast.  

Matthew 4:5-7 “For the second test the Devil took him to the Holy City. He sat him on top of the 
Temple and said, “Since you are God’s Son, jump.” The Devil goaded him by quoting Psalm 91: “He 
has placed you in the care of angels. They will catch you so that you won’t so much as stub your toe 
on a stone.”  Jesus countered with another citation from Deuteronomy: “Don’t you dare test the Lord 
your God.” 

Devotional: 

http://www.biblegateway.com/


Jesus had no need to prove himself to anyone - He knew who he was, and to whom he belonged. 
There was no need to show the devil any proof - and the temptation presented by the Devil melted 
away in light of the fact that Jesus knew exactly who he was, what he was called to do and who he 
was following and obeying. 

The truth about you is that you are enough because God has made you enough.  You are a Child of 
God...period.  

Learning to embrace your uniqueness, loving and accepting yourself and living within the gifts, 
talents, personality and experiences God has given you is a journey towards freedom.  It allows you 
to let go of trying to be enough for others, and instead, choose to embrace who God made and gifted 
you to be.  It sets you free to pursue the life God has called you to live, instead of trying to conform to 
the life others think you should live.  Your journey with God is uniquely yours, just like their journey is 
uniquely theirs. 

Application: 

Are you tempted to "prove" yourself to people because you want them to like you, accept you or see 
you as a valued member of a team or group? Are you doing anything that doesn’t fit who you are?  Is 
it time to make a change?  Pray and ask for God to give you wisdom and direction. 

 

Matthew 5  

Read Matthew 5 out-loud. Was there anything that caught your attention?  Which devotional Bible 
study methods could you use?  Choose one to try. 

Devotional: 

 Using the Personalize it method of devotional Bible Study, put your name in the blanks. 

 _____ is blessed when ___ is at the end of ____ rope. With less of ___ there is more of 

God and his rule. 

____ is blessed when _____ feels _____ has lost what is most dear to ___. Only then 

can ____ be embraced by the One most dear to _____. 

______ is blessed when _____ is content with just who _____is—no more, no less. 

That’s the moment ______ will find _______ proud owners of everything that can’t be 

bought. 

______ is  blessed when_____ has worked up a good appetite for God. He’s food and 

drink in the best meal _____ will ever eat. 

_____ is blessed when ______ care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ _______ will 

find _______ cared for. 



_______ is blessed when ______ gets _____ inside world—____ mind and heart—put 

right. Then _______ can see God in the outside world. 

______ is blessed when ______ can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or 

fight. That’s when _______ will discover who _______ really is, and _____ place in 

God’s family. 

_______ is blessed when ______ commitment to God provokes persecution. The 

persecution drives ______ even deeper into God’s kingdom. 

Application: 

What insights did you receive from personalizing these verses?  Write them down and share them 
with a trusted friend.  You can also choose to share them on the Summer Reading Facebook Page. 

 

Matthew 6 

Read Matthew 6 out-loud.  Write down anything that you have a question about, found encouraging 
or that struck you. 

Devotional: 

Matthew 6:6-8  “But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is 
unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do 
not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do 
not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.” 

Prayer is simply talking to God as if you were talking to a dear friend who loves you without 
conditions.  God wants to hear from you.  Relationships strengthen the more time you spend 
together, and your relationship with God will become deeper and stronger as you read the Bible and 
spend time praying.  The All About Prayer website will help answer questions you may have about 
prayer if you are new to this practice. 

Application: 

Spend some time praying.  Thank Him for 10 things you experienced that day, ask Him for what you 
need, and talk to him about your hopes and dreams.  

 

Matthew 7 

Read Matthew 7 out-loud.  Use the SPACEPETS questions on the following verse. 

● Is there a Sin to confess? 
● Is there a Promise to claim? 
● Is there an Attitude to change? 
● Is there a Command to obey? 
● Is there an Example to follow? 

http://www.allaboutprayer.org/what-is-prayer.htm


● Is there a Prayer to pray? 
● Is there an Error to avoid? 
● Is there a Truth to believe? 
● Is there Something to Praise God for? 

Matthew 7:1-5 “Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults— unless, of course, 
you want the same treatment. That critical spirit has a way of boomeranging. It’s easy to see a 
smudge on your neighbor’s face and be oblivious to the ugly sneer on your own. Do you have the 
nerve to say, ‘Let me wash your face for you,’ when your own face is distorted by contempt? It’s this 
whole traveling road-show mentality all over again, playing a holier-than-thou part instead of just living 
your part. Wipe that ugly sneer off your own face, and you might be fit to offer a washcloth to your 
neighbor.” - The Message Version 
 
Devotional: 
 
Comparisons are never right.  When we compare to people we think have it better than we do, we put 
ourselves below them, and when we compare ourselves to people we think are worse off than we 
are, we put ourselves above them.  Comparisons steal joy.  It is like the child who is so excited about 
the cookie you gave him, until he notices that his friend’s cookie is bigger and has more chocolate 
chips. 
 
Application: 
 
What insights did you gain from doing the SPACEPETS exercise above?  Consider sharing that on 
the Summer Reading Facebook Page.  What changes do you plan on making as a result of what God 
has taught you?  Write that down and pray and ask God to give you the strength to follow through. 
 
Matthew 8 
Read Matthew 8 out-loud.  Using the Picture it method, imagine you are one of the disciples in the 
boat.  What are you seeing, feeling, touching, sensing, experiencing, wanting? 
 
Matthew 8: 23-27  “Then Jesus got into the boat and started across the lake with his disciples. 
Suddenly, a fierce storm struck the lake, with waves breaking into the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 
The disciples went and woke him up, shouting, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” 

Jesus responded, “Why are you afraid? You have so little faith!” Then he got up and rebuked the wind 
and waves, and suddenly there was a great calm. 

The disciples were amazed. “Who is this man?” they asked. “Even the winds and waves obey him!” 

Devotional: 

The storm described in this chapter gives us a visual of what it feels like when life gets overwhelming, 
and you find yourself in a situation that seems impossible and scary.  How long do you think the 
disciples waited to ask for help before they finally woke Jesus up in an absolute state of panic 
declaring that death by drowning was certain. 



Philippians 4:6-7 says, “ Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell 
God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s 
peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and 
minds as you live in Christ Jesus.”  

Application: 

What is causing you anxiety and worry.  Follow the steps outlined in Philippians: 

● Choose not to worry - meaning, don’t meditate on all the potential outcomes, what 
ifs, and worst case scenarios. 

● Tell God about the situation.  Be detailed.  Talk about how you feel. 
● Ask God for what you need 
● Spend some time thanking God for things he has done, and thank Him for being 

faithful to help you through this current struggle. 
● Repeat 

Pray Philippians 4:6-7 back to God and thank Him for the peace he will provide as you 
focus on the greatness of God. 

 
Matthew 9 
Read Matthew 9 out-loud.  Choose one of the stories to use the picture it method of Bible study on.  

● Matthew 9:1-8 - healing of the paralytic 
● Matthew 9:9-13 - Matthew the tax collector 
● Matthew 9:18-26 - Jesus brings a dead girl back to life 
● Matthew 9:27-34 - The healing of the blind man and mute man 

 
Write down any insights you may have gained and consider sharing them on the Summer Reading 
Facebook Page. 
 
Devotional: 
 
Matthew 9:2 “...some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed.”  
 
We were created to need each other.  The paralytic in this story needed people to carry him to Jesus. 
The friends needed each other to be able to carry the paralytic to Jesus. Maybe the paralytic was 
someone who was always encouraging and loving his friends as they came to talk to him about 
things.  We aren’t really told why he was so loved by his friends. 
 
The Bible is filled with commands that cannot be obeyed unless you intentionally are around other 
people.  Some of those commands include: 

● Serve one another (Galatians 5:13) 
● Love one another (John 13:34) 
● Speak truth to each other (Ephesians 4:25) 
● Encourage and build each other up (I Thessalonians 5:11) 
● Pray for one another (James 5:16 

 



How are you living out these commands? 
 
Application: 
 
Sometimes you are the paralytic and sometimes you are the friend.  If you are struggling, don’t go 
through it alone.  There is nothing “brave” or “strong” about that.  God created you to need other 
people.  Choose to ask a trusted friend to help you. 
 
If you have a friend who is struggling, choose to reach out and help them.  Ask God to show you how 
you can encourage and support that individual through whatever they may be facing. 
 
Matthew 10 
Read Matthew 10 out-loud.  What stood out to you as you read it.  What devotional method of Bible 
Study can you use to help give you greater insights? What questions do you have?  Write them down. 
Consider sharing these on the Summer Reading Facebook page. 
 
Devotional: 
 
Matthew 10:29-30 “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
outside your Father’s care.  And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  So don’t be 
afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” 
 
On average, you lose between 50-100 hairs a day, and you are also growing new hairs.  This website 
contains some fascinating facts about hair.  God not only created you with intricate detail, he loves 
you so much that he cares about how many hairs are on your head...and has them numbered.  
 
If God cares this much about you and has your best interests at heart, there is no need to be afraid.  
 
Application: 
 
If you are facing a situation that is creating fear, pray Matthew 10:29-30 back to God.  
 

“Father, thank you that you love me so much you have the hairs on my head numbered.  That 
if you care about a small bird, you care for me even more.  Thank you that I do not need to be 
afraid because I can trust you.  You are all knowing, all powerful, loving, merciful, patient and 
always keep your promises.  Please give me the courage I need to face this situation without 
fear.” 
 

Maybe you don’t have a fearful situation, but a friend of your’s does.  Pray Matthew 10:29-30 for 
them. 
 
 
 

https://answersingenesis.org/human-body/the-amazing-human-hair/


 
Matthew 11 
Read Matthew 11 out-loud.  Meditate on Matthew 11:28-30. 
 
Matthew 11:28-30 "Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 

How would your life look differently if you lived the way this verse described? Can you picture it?  

 

Devotional: 

Control is an illusion.  If you are experiencing anxiety, fear, worry, resentment, anger - is it because 
you were unable to control or “fix” a situation?  Do you have a preferred future that you are holding 
onto so tightly that you can’t see another way? 

God is trustworthy.  He has promised to work all things together for the good of those who love him. 
He has said he is FOR you, not against you.  He is all powerful, all knowing, good, loving, gentle, 
patient, kind, and trustworthy.  

When you let go of a preferred future and instead lay it ALL down and trust God completely, 
recognizing that HE is the one in control - there is peace, there is rest, there is joy - and an amazing 
sense of adventure. 

There is no way to figure out God - the adventure is the moment by moment response to his faithful 
guidance - it makes life SO exciting because you wait in anticipation to see what He will do next. It 
doesn't mean you don't plan or strive or work towards goals - instead it means you hold them loosely 
and allow God to be the one to lead. You are the responder...He is the director. Knowing that, and 
living as if it is true takes all the pressure off of you, and puts it in God’s hands. 

God is always at work behind the scenes - in so many ways through so many people. Choose to take 
his yoke on you, learn from Him and experience that peace that passes all understanding regardless 
of the circumstances you are facing. He is God. You are not. 

Application: 

Choose something in your life that is causing you to respond with fear and anxiety.  Talk to God about 
it.  Give the situation to Him.  Ask Him for what you need.  Choose to be present in each moment and 
listen for God’s guidance.  Each time you feel yourself becoming frustrated or anxious, turn your 
thoughts back to prayer and ask God for His help. 

 

Matthew 12 
 
Read Matthew 12 out-loud.  What caught your attention and made you stop and think.  Read that 
section over a few times, in a couple of different versions.  Close your eyes and just think deeply 
about it.  What insights did you gain?  What questions do you have? 
 



Devotional: 

"For whatever is in your heart determines what you say. A good person produces good things from the treasury of a 
good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. And I tell you this, we must 
give an account on judgement day for every idle word you speak," 

Words mean things, and flow out of what is inside your heart and mind. Have you ever said something and then 
said, "I have no idea where that came from?" It is a sign that you should look deeper and work through whatever 
issue is there. It doesn't just show up out of the blue for no reason - it is a symptom of what is in your heart. 

Application: 

Take some time to evaluate what you say or think about regularly.  Is there something that needs to change? 
Needs to be cultivated and made better?  Is an opportunity?  Write it down, and then pray and ask for God’s help in 
that area of your life. 
 
 
Matthew 13 
Read Matthew 13 out-loud.  Meditate, which means to focus your thinking on, the parable of the 
sower in Matthew 13:1-8.  Do you see yourself?  How is the ground of your heart?  What steps do 
you need to take in order to have a life that reflects the good soil? 
 
Devotional: 

We all have the capacity to have lives that reflect all four types of the soil listed in Matthew 13:1-8. 

● Seed that fell on the path - we hear God’s word, but choose to disregard it. 
● Seed that fell on rocky soil - we hear God’s word, apply it, but then quit when it gets hard. 
● Seed that fell among weeds or was scorched by the sun - we hear God’s word, but are 

distracted by what others and the world says is true, and choose to believe that instead. 
● Seed that fell on good soil - We hear God’s word, and choose to apply it and live it out. 

 

The evil one wants to keep your faith weak.  He wants to distract you from the power, purpose and 
fulfillment available to you as you live in constant connection with God. He wants to fill your life with 
stuff and business, leaving no room to cultivate relationships with other believers who can help you 
grow in your faith.  All four types can be present in our lives at the same time depending on the 
situations we are facing.  How might your life look different if you chose to live a life that cultivates 
good soil? 

Application: 

Take some time to put Matthew 13:1-8 into your own words (paraphrase it).  What do the different 
types of soil look like in your own life?  Then pray and ask God to help you make the choices 
necessary to cultivate good soil. If you feel comfortable, share your paraphrase with others on the 
Summer Reading Facebook Page. 

 

Matthew 14 



Read Matthew 14 out-loud.  Do you ever find yourself reminded of things you have read earlier in the 
book of Matthew?  Pay attention to that.  What could God be trying to teach you?  Using the picture it 
method of Bible Study choose a story to focus on, putting yourself in the shoes of each character. 

● Matthew 14:1-12  The death of John 
● Matthew 14:13-21  Jesus feeds 5,000 
● Matthew 14:22-34  Jesus walks on water 

 
Devotional: 
 
Consider the order of events in this chapter.  Jesus had demonstrated His power over creation and 
things by turning a small lunch into enough food to feed over 5,000 people and have 12 baskets filled 
with leftovers. 
 
After the people were fed, Jesus makes the disciples get in a boat and cross over to the other side.  It 
was a windy night, the waves and wind were pushing against the boat.  Right before dawn, Jesus 
takes a stroll on the water and heads towards the boat.  

I wonder if Peter was remembering the miracle of the small lunch being turned into a large amount 
when he said, “Lord, if it’s you...tell me to come to you on the water.”  The experience Peter had 
already with Jesus giving him the courage to step out onto the waves. 

The waves of your circumstances are there to distract you from remembering how faithful God has 
been in the past and weakening your trust in God.  Make the choice to remember how God has 
helped you in the past, and remind yourself that you serve a promise-keeping God who is big enough 
to handle whatever you are facing. 

 

Application: 

Take some time to write down how God has helped you in the past.  It could be as small as having 
someone stop over to encourage you at just the right time, to something big.  Write down as many 
things as you can think of.  Thank God for how he has helped you in the past, and tell him that you 
are choosing to trust him to handle your current situation, and whatever you may experience in the 
future. 

 
Matthew 15 

Read Matthew 15 out-loud.  Choose a method of devotional Bible study to practice.  What did you 
discover?  Write it down.  Consider sharing it on the Summer Reading Facebook page. 

 

Devotional: 

Jesus had already demonstrated his ability to feed a large crowd with a very small amount of food. 
Once again a crowd of people were gathered to hear Jesus speak, and to be healed.  As Jesus 
looked out at them, he was filled with compassion because he knew they were hungry.  He turns to 
his disciples and says, “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three 



days and have nothing to eat.  I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the 
way.” 

Instead of looking at the power and ability of the one who was with them - Jesus - they looked at their 
own power and ability and perhaps in their hearts said, "there is NO way we can do this." Maybe they 
calculated how much money they had, how far they would have to go to get it, how long it would take 
to prepare - and at what personal cost - would there be enough left over for them to feed themselves? 

The truth is, their strength, ability and depth of resources wasn’t what was needed,  Jesus was there. 
It was HIS strength, ability and depth of resources that provided all that was needed and more. Are 
you facing the day armed with only your strength and ability?  How might your day look differently if 
you were to ask God to provide and trust that he will give you exactly what is needed at just the right 
time. 

Application: 

Is there something in your life that you are trying to face or do on your own?  God has unlimited 
resources.  He is able to provide exactly what you need, bringing people and things into your life at 
the perfect time.  Pray and ask for what you need.  Write down your struggle and then write down 
how God provides.  He is able to do far more than you could ever ask for or imagine. 

 

 

 

 

 
Matthew 16 
Read Matthew 16 out-loud.  What thoughts come to mind as you read?  Write them down, focus your 
thinking on them and ask God to teach you. 
 
Devotional: 
 
“The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested him by asking him to show them a sign 
from heaven.”   Matthew 16:1 
 
Here is a list of just some of the miracles Jesus had already done when the Pharisees and 
Sadducees asked for yet another miracle. 

● Man healed of leprosy 
● Centurion’s servant healed 
● Demon-possessed people were freed 
● Paralyzed man healed 
● Dead girl was raised to life 
● Blind and mute men healed 
● Feeding of the 5,000 
● Feeding of the 4,000 



● Countless other healings 
 
As religious leaders, the Pharisees and Sadducees should have been very familiar with all the 
prophecies concerning the arrival of the Messiah.  It’s possible they simply didn’t want to see or 
acknowledge that things were about to change. It seems rather ridiculous that they ask Jesus to 
perform more signs for them.  But are we so different? 
 
Application: 
 
Think back on how God has provided for you in the past.  When you find yourself in the middle of a 
storm, do you tend to ask God to prove he is there by doing “a miracle?”  
 
Choosing to focus on how God has helped you in the past reminds us that God will provide for our 
future as well.  He has promised to provide all you need.  In faith and trust thank him in advance for 
how he will provide in your current situation.  Choose to see the small ways God encourages you, 
helps you, and provides for you through other people.  Keep a gratitude list, and daily focus on all 
God has done. 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 17 
Read Matthew 17 out-loud.  Is there anything that caught your attention or you have a question 
about?  Be sure to write it down and consider sharing it on the Summer Reading Facebook page. 
 
Devotional: 

Have you ever prayed and asked, or even begged God to do something.  Sometimes you may hear 
from people that what you wanted didn’t happen because you didn’t have enough faith. 

The disciples were told that they were unable to cast out the demon because they didn’t have enough 
faith.  It may seem like this verse indicates that it is up to us to muster up the faith needed. What if the 
question really is, “are you trusting in your ability and plan, or God’s strength and plan?”  

Faith in God means totally submitting yourself, all your wants, desires, goals, dreams to Him. God is 
beyond figuring out - he is SO much bigger than your plans and the "faith" box you may be tempted to 
put Him in.  

God wants us to focus on what He has for us in the moment we are in and to trust Him with all the 
future moments.  He wants to be included in everything as you stay in constant connection with Him. 
Faith seeks to align your hopes, desires, dreams and will with what God has for you. His way is 
always the best way. 

 
Application: 



What are you putting your faith in? Is your faith in YOUR ability to somehow "control" God with faith - 
do you see God as a giant vending machine in the sky - where you put "xyz" in and out pops your 
heart’s desire? Or is it a faith where you are earnestly seeking to align your will with His. 

 
Matthew 18 
Read Matthew 18 out-loud. What parable or teaching focus caught your attention.  Choose one of the 
six methods of devotional Bible study to use on that passage.  What insights did you gain?  How can 
you apply what you learned to your life? 
 
Devotional: 

Matthew 18:32-35 ‘You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with 
me.  Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ Then the angry 
king sent the man to prison to be tortured until he had paid his entire debt. “That’s what my heavenly 
Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters from your heart.”  

Choosing not to forgive will result in you being locked in a prison of your own making.  It is torture. 
Forgiveness is the letting go of the desire for revenge, the anger, the frustration, the reliving of the 
event and instead giving it over to God and trusting in His ability to make things right. 

We have been forgiven much, and as a result are commanded to forgive.  Ephesians 4:32 says,  
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 
you.” 

 

Application: 

Is there someone you need to forgive?  Is there someone you need to ask for forgiveness from?  If 
you need help with the forgiveness process, contact us at connect@hiddenv.com for resources. 

 

Matthew 19 

Read Matthew 19 out-loud.  If certain verses made you stop and think, choose one or more of the six 
methods of devotional Bible study to use.  Write down your questions, thoughts and insights.  We’d 
love to hear how God is teaching you on the Summer Reading Facebook page. 

Devotional: 

 
Matthew 19 "...and so, crestfallen, he walked away. he was holding on tight to a lot of things, and he couldn't bear to 
let go." 

The story of the rich young ruler is not just about money. It is about anything that you may be holding onto that is 
getting in the way of your relationship with God - anything that you have put first, or above Him. You do not get a 
pass on this passage if you are not wealthy 

Imagine the rich young ruler thinking as Jesus was going through the commands - “I have this in the bag. Jesus is 
going to announce to everyone how amazing I am - to look to me as an example because I am that good of a 
person.” 
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 But Jesus goes to the heart - he knew the ruler had things in his life he was unwilling to let go of - things that were 
of greater importance to him than following Jesus. For the ruler - it was riches and wealth. 

Application: 

Take some time to evaluate your own life.. What things are you holding onto and unwilling to give up so you can 
follow God more fully. Is it a relationship? Is it a job? Is it your reputation? Is it money? Is it status? 

Nothing in this world is more valuable than following Jesus. Nothing. If you dare, pray and ask God to reveal if there 
is something in your life that is getting in the way of following Him more fully. 

 
 
Matthew 20 
Read Matthew 20 out-loud.  Put yourself in the story of the hired workers who were the first on the 
job, and then those that were the last to be hired.  What thoughts and feelings might you have?  
 
Devotional: 
 
Jesus was a brilliant storyteller, and all His stories were meant to teach us important life lessons.  

In the parable of the Vineyard workers, comparison killed all joy and happiness.  The workers who 
were hired at the beginning were most likely very grateful to have been hired and satisfied with the 
wages offered, until they heard what those who were hired at the end of the day were paid. 

The truth about comparison is that it doesn't result in anything good. When you compare down - you 
put yourself above another and pride and a sense of superiority over others can creep in.  When you 
compare yourself to those you feel are “above” you, you put yourself below another human being 
which has the potential to fill your heart with frustration, anger, lack of joy, discontentment and 
negativity. 

When you compare, you are making decisions and having emotional reactions based on the small 
part of the story you see.  God knows what He is doing with those around you, and what He does with 
them is really none of your business.  Your job is to stay focused on the journey God has for you.  To 
pay attention to His leading and plan and choose not to compare your road in life to another’s.  

Application: 

Have you caught yourself comparing?  Each time you do, list 5 things about your life you are thankful 
for and refocus your attention on the journey God has for you.  Pray and ask God for wisdom and 
guidance in your life. 

 
Matthew 21 
Read Matthew 21 out-loud.  What caught your attention?  Consider why it caught your attention.  Is it 
something God is prompting you to do or change?  Is it something that you needed to encourage 
you?  Be sure to write it down, and if you feel comfortable, share it on the Summer Reading 
Challenge Facebook page. 
 
Devotional: 



Matthew 21:45-46 "When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus' parables, they knew he was talking about 
them. They looked for a way to arrest him..." 

It is very painful when you are confronted. Hard to look deep within yourself and admit you were wrong. To learn a 
new way of thinking, to allow another to be in control and lead. We are so easily blinded by our own wants, desires, 
ambitions, selfishness and desire for control and status. 

Jesus was offering life. These were people who would have known the Bible and been waiting for the coming of the 
Messiah. The signs Jesus was the Messiah were obvious. The stories and parables constantly revealing that Jesus' 
was the long awaited Messiah. But they were so consumed with jealousy, pride and selfishness they didn't want to 
hear or believe. And because of that - they missed out. 

Application: 

It is important to stay so connected to God, that when you are confronted with things that need to change, instead of 
reacting with defensiveness, you are able to evaluate and accept it in humility. When you understand who you are in 
Christ - there is no need to hold on to status, control, appearances, being right, being in charge etc. You can let it all 
go knowing those things don't define your worth and value. God does. Don't miss out! Choose to look at criticism 
and new ways of doing things as opportunities for growth - it is so worth it! 

 

 
 
 
Matthew 22 
 

Read Matthew 22 out-loud.  Was there anything that stood out to you?  That made you pause as you 
read it?  Even if you aren’t sure why, write it down.  Take a moment to think about that section.  Is 
God trying to teach you something?  Is there a question you’d like to find out the answer too? 

Devotional: 

Many people are familiar with the command to love your neighbor as yourself.  Mostly the focus has 
been on the “love your neighbor” part.  We think about it in terms of treating others the way we want 
to be treated.  To freely give of time and talent to care for those around us and show love. 

But what about the “loving yourself” part.  Do you ever “beat yourself up” verbally?  Would you speak 
to others the way you speak to yourself?  Do you see yourself as valuable, worthy, and filled with 
meaningful purpose? What would it look like to actually love people the way you love yourself?  

Loving yourself will set you free to love others in the same way.  The truth is, if you judge yourself 
harshly, you will judge others harshly.  If you refuse to forgive yourself, you will struggle to forgive 
others.  If you are constantly trying to measure up, you may put unreasonable expectations on those 
around you. 

As a son or daughter of God, you can completely love and accept yourself knowing He made you on 
purpose, with purpose and loves you unconditionally. 

Application: 

Pay attention to your thought life.  Are you treating yourself the way you want others to treat You? 
Are there a lot of negative statements about you that you tell yourself?  Write down 5 positive things 



you like about you.  Post them on your bathroom mirror.  Out loud, every morning, say these positive 
things out loud to yourself, and thank God for giving them to you. 

 

Matthew 23 

Read Matthew 23 out-loud.  What thoughts came to mind as you read this chapter?  Using the 
SPACEPETS Devotional Bible Study Method ask yourself each question in light of what you read.  

■ Is there a Sin to confess? 
■ Is there a Promise to claim? 
■ Is there an Attitude to change? 
■ Is there a Command to obey? 
■ Is there an Example to follow? 
■ Is there a Prayer to pray? 
■ Is there an Error to avoid? 
■ Is there a Truth to Believe? 
■ Is there Something to praise God for? 

 

 

Devotional: 

Jesus is pretty hard on the religious leaders of the day in this chapter.  Those described in this 
chapter appear not to practice what they preach, get hung up on rules instead of relationship and do 
things in order to gain the praise and approval of other people. 

It can be easy to read this chapter and think about the people in your life who you feel are just like the 
religious leaders Jesus is talking to, but does any of it reflect an area in your life that may need work? 
We all have blind spots, so chances are God may be revealing an area in your life the needs work. 

Application: 

Pray and ask God to reveal if there is an area of your life that needs to be cleaned up and worked on. 
Write it down, think about how your life might look differently if this area were addressed. Seek to 
connect with people who can help you make the necessary changes, and pray for God to give you 
strength and wisdom. 

 

Matthew 24 

Read Matthew 24 out-loud.  What questions do you have after reading this chapter?  Write them 
down. www.blueletterbible.com is a website that contains commentaries and tools that may help you 
as you think about your questions.  You are also always free to contact the church office at 
connect@hiddenv.com.  We are happy to help. 

 

Devotional: 
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Life is filled with events like birthdays, holidays, vacations, deadlines and more.  These events usually 
have dates attached to them, and you plan and prepare and know you need to be ready on a certain 
day, at a certain time and place. 

Jesus has said he is coming again.  He also said, “You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of 
Man will come when least expected.” 

Do not put something off until tomorrow, if you know it needs to be addressed today.  It is easy to 
become complacent and think that you have plenty of time to prepare.  There are no guarantees of a 
long life.  We could be taken out of this world in a moment, and Jesus could also return at any time.  It 
is important to always be preparing for that day, to align your life with what God has for you.  To 
choose to focus on developing a strong relationship with God. 

Application: 

Is there something you are putting off that you should be addressing today?  Put together an action 
plan and get started. 

 
Matthew 25 
 
Read Matthew 25 out-loud.  Put yourself in place of the characters described in the Parable of the 
Ten Bridesmaids (Matthew 25:1-13) and then in the Parable of the Three Servants (Matthew 14-30). 
Did you gain any insights as you imagined yourself as a wise bridesmaid, a foolish bridesmaid, the 
faithful servant and the lazy servant.  Be sure to write these down and consider sharing them on the 
Summer Reading Facebook page. 

Devotional: 

The order of events is something to consider when reading this Chapter.  It begins with the telling of 
two stories in which the characters were using wisdom and talents to please the bridegroom and 
master. 

Following those stories, Jesus says the following to those who were present: that if they had served 
those around them, it was as if they were doing it for Him personally.  However, if they had chosen 
not to serve, it was as if they chose to ignore His needs personally. 

People are God’s plan A for solving problems in the world like hunger and slavery, and also for 
offering help and encouragement to those in your circle of influence.  Your talents, abilities, 
personality,  passions and experiences are all designed to be used by God to impact those around 
you in positive, life-giving ways.  

There are people in your life right now who are looking for hope and help, and God may be asking 
you to be that person to them.  You may be the answer to their prayer. 

Application: 

Take the time to get to know yourself and how God wired you to serve.  Hidden Valley offers a class 
called SHAPE, which is designed to help you discover how He has gifted you to serve.  Contact us at 
connect@hiddenv.com and sign-up to take it the next time it is offered. 
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Begin each day asking for God to reveal who He wants you to serve today.  Pay attention to those 
small promptings to call a friend, purchase someone lunch or just send an encouraging email to and 
follow through. 

 
Matthew 26 
 
Read Matthew 26 out-loud.  Was there an event that made you stop and think?  Write down your 
thoughts.  Can you put yourself in Peter’s place?  In Judas’s place?  Can you imagine the feelings 
Jesus must have felt as he went through the experiences described? 
 
Devotional: 
 
Jesus came for one purpose, to live the life I should have lived and then allowed himself to be 
crucified in my place so that a way would be made for me to have a relationship with God.  The 
journey was excruciatingly difficult, painful and lonely.  The Bible tells us that he was so overcome 
with agony that he was sweating drops of blood.  He prayed and although he didn’t want to walk the 
path laid out for him, submitted himself to God’s Will and did it anyway.  Jesus kept his eyes on the 
prize, on the reason he came and on the victory that was certain to come.  Hebrews 12:2 says, “For 
the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.”  
 
Jesus didn’t quit when it got hard.  And because of that, we are free to have a relationship with God, 
forgiveness from our sins and eternal life. 
 
Application: 
 
Is there something you need to do or are in the midst of doing that you know is the right thing, but you are 
tempted to quit because it is hard?  Immediately following the verse telling us that Jesus chose to die because 
of the joy set before him says, “Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart.” 
 
Keep your eyes on Jesus.  Ask Him for what you need to complete the task at hand.  Choose to stay focused 
on the “prize” when you are tempted to quit.  God has promised to give you what you need, you can depend on 
Him to help you endure. 
 
Matthew 27 
 
Read Matthew 27 out-loud.  What made you stop and think?  What questions do you have. What 
devotional method of Bible could you use to help you gain a deeper understanding of what you read? 
Take some time write our your thoughts. 
 
Devotional: 
It is easy to read about Judas and judge and condemn him and think, "I would never do that..." However, it is 
important to remember that Judas did not become who he was overnight.  



Judas did not suddenly decide to betray Jesus. It was most likely the result of all the tiny decisions he had made up 
to that point that led him this direction. There are NO little choices.It is so important to guard your heart and choose 
right over and over in the small stuff. Judas was also heavily influenced by evil, selfish people.  

The Pharisees used Judas - influenced him. Who in your life is influencing you? Are there people you need to create 
distance with? No longer allow to speak into your life? There is no such thing as a non-influencer. EVERYONE 
influences you - and not just people you hang out with in person, but the books you read, the TV shows you watch, 
the internet connections you make.  

Application: 
Are you being vigilant and disciplined in the small stuff - choosing good and right? Or do you compromise because 
"it really isn't that big a deal." Small matters - there is really nothing that isn't a big deal. 

Are you being intentional to only allow positive influences to speak into your life?  Are those influences pointing you 
towards growing in your faith and making good, and healthy choices? 

Take time to evaluate, and if needed, create a plan to address issues you see in your life.  Invite trusted people to 
help you, you were not meant to go through life alone.  Think about joining a small group that meets regularly so you 
can be more intentional about being around healthy people. 

 

 

 
 
 
Matthew 28 
Read Matthew 28 out-loud.  Can you put yourself in the shoes of those who had buried their friend 
three days earlier, but now was alive?  How might you have felt during the three days he was dead? 
What thoughts and feelings might you have after seeing Him alive? 
 
Devotional: 

Imagine what the three days before Jesus rose from the dead was like for the disciples. Those three 
days must have felt agonizingly long, confusing, terrifying and like all hope was lost. Even though 
Jesus had told them multiple times he would conquer death - they must have struggled with fear and 
doubt. 

Then...joy unspeakable...Jesus, alive! Death conquered! All the promises he made, the teaching he 
taught making sense - realizing they were in the presence of the long awaited Messiah. 

As we go through life, it can seem like the promises God made to us in the Bible simply aren’t true for 
us.  But God ALWAYS keeps his word. In the midst of the darkest of hours - there is ALWAYS hope! 
You may not get the "answer" or "result" you wanted - but it will ALWAYS be for your good. God is 
FOR you...never against you! You can put your hope and trust in Him no matter the circumstances 
you face. 

Application: 

Memorize a Bible verse that contains a promise you need for the situation you face. Touchpoints is a 
book we offer at HVCC that is filled with Bible verses related to a wide variety of experiences and 
struggles.  We would be happy to give you a copy upon request.  



Choose to start everyday with prayer, asking God for what you need and praying the promise you 
memorized back to Him.   Begin a journal and write down all the positive things from the day, no 
matter how small or seemingly unrelated to the struggle you are facing.  Hold your own plan loosely 
and offer it back to God, letting Him know you are willing to let go of your plan and accept His. 

 

 


