
“Can Anybody Hear Me?” 

The Art of Listening Well 

I. Listening should be our ___________________________________ 
   “Know this, my beloved brothers; let every person be quick to hear, slow to  

     speak…” – James 1:19 

    Good listening requires: 

A. Humility – “Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it is 

thinking of yourself less often.” 

B. Waiting – I Corinthians 13:4 

C. Eyes 

II.  Listening means ________________________________ not just  

      _________________________ 

      “A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his    

       opinions.” – Proverbs 18:2  

     “If one gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame.” –  

       Proverbs 18:13 

III.  Listening is ____________________________________________ 

 “Thanks for listening.”   “Thanks for speaking?” 

        “Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health  

          to the body.”-- Proverbs 16:24 

       “There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of    

        the wise brings healing.” – Proverbs 12:18 

“Bad” Listening Skills 

 The one-up. “You think that’s something? Let me tell you about 
what happened to me last week!”   

 The sleight of hand. “Uh huh, that’s great. But what I really want 
to talk to you about is…”  

 The reroute. “That reminds me of . . .” The listener takes the topic 
the speaker has addressed and rolls it over, into the topic she 
wants to talk about.  

 The projector. “I’m totally dealing with the same thing!”  

 The password. “Cheese. I had the best cheese at a dinner party 
last week!” The listener sits quietly then seizes on one word to 
unlock a whole new conversation.   

 The hijack.  “Anyway, let’s talk about…” He refrains from speech 
while the other person talks and then just starts talking about 
whatever is on his mind.  

 The mechanic. “Here is what you need to do.” This person listens 
like a mechanic listens to a sputtering engine, trying to diagnose 
the problem so she can fix it.  

 The bone of contention. “I disagree with that!” There is an 
unfortunate number of listeners who listen for what they 
disagree with.  Even if they agree with 99% of what a person says, 
they will pounce on the 1& they don’t agree with. 

 The deflector. “Yeah but you…” This one is a refuge for people 
who have a hard time receiving criticism, which, let’s be honest, is 
all of us. 


